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“I loved seeing these young 
minds and future engineers at 
work. They are clearly having 
so much fun!”   

 
 
 
 

—Jane Willoughby, CIJE 
Director of Education, Program 
Development and Research 
 
 
 
Pictured on the left: 6th, 7th, 
and 8th graders were all 
challenged to show their 
engineering skills!  
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 Calendar of Events 

Head of School: Rabbi Simcha Weiser 
rabbiweiser@hebrewday.org 

 
 

Assistant Head of School:   
Rabbi Meir Cohen 
rabbicohen@hebrewday.org  
 
 

Director of School Operations:  
Estelle Workman 
eworkman@hebrewday.org 

 
 

Director of Admissions:  
Beth Licha 
blicha@hebrewday.org  
 

Dean of Students:  
Giovanna Reinking 
giovanna.reinking@hebrewday.org 
 
 

Preschool Director: Rachel Eden 
rachel.eden@hebrewday.org 
 
 

Business Manager: Klara Lapp 
klapp@hebrewday.org 

 
 

Director of Development:  
Joyce Arovas 
jarovas@hebrewday.org 
 

 

President: 

Geoffrey Berg 

 

Members at Large:  

Josh Cohen 

Moises Eilemberg Iliana Glovinsky 

Allen Gruber  Gavin Horn 

Yonina Kaplan  Hilary Kleinman 

Michael Leeman  Philip Silverman 

Marilyn Williams Marcia Wollner 

Missy Wrotslavsky Brian Zimmerman 

Our Administrative Team:            Board of Directors:       

             September       October 

September 5, 2016 
Labor Day- No School 
 
September 6, 2016 
7:00-8:00 pm, Back to School Night, K-2nd Grade 
 
September 7, 2016 
7:00-8:00 pm, Back to School Night, 3rd-5th Grades 
 
September 13, 2016 
Cross Country Meet 4 pm 
September 14, 2016 
7:00-8:30 pm, Middle School Back to School Night 
 
September 22, 2016 
8th grade Library Fieldtrip 
Boys Football Game 3:30 pm 
Girls Volleyball Game 3:30 pm 

September 27, 2016 
Cross Country Meet 4 pm 
 
September 28, 2016 
Generation’s Day 
 
September 29, 2016 
Preschool High Holiday Puppet Show 
Boys Football Game 3:30 pm 
Girls Volleyball Game 3:30 pm 
 
October 3-4, 2016 
Rosh HaShana - No School 
 
October 11, 2016 
12 pm Noon Dismissal for Erev Yom Kippur 
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 Parshat Re’eh 
OVERVIEW: Parshat Re’eh  (Deut. 11:26 - 16:17) 

Moshe presents to the nation the blessing of a spiritually oriented life, and the curse of becoming disconnected from Hashem. 
When the nation enters Eretz Yisrael they must burn down any trees that had been used for idol-worship, and destroy all 
idolatrous statues. Hashem will choose only one place where the Divine Presence will dwell. Offerings may be brought only 
there; not to a private altar. Moshe repeatedly warns against eating animal blood. In the desert, all meat was slaughtered in 
the Mishkan, but in Eretz Yisrael meat may be shechted anywhere. The categories of foods that may only be eaten in Jerusalem 
are listed by Moshe. He warns the nation against copying ways of the other nations. Since the Torah is complete and perfect, 
nothing may be added or subtracted from it. If a false prophet tells the people to permanently abandon a Torah law or indulge 
in idol worship, he is to be put to death. One who entices others to worship idols is to be put to death. A city of idolatry must 
be razed. It is prohibited to show excessive signs of mourning, such as marking the skin or making a bald spot between the 
eyes. Moshe reiterates the classifications of kosher and non-kosher food and the prohibition of cooking meat and milk. 
Produce of the second tithe must be eaten in Jerusalem, and if the amount is too large to carry, it may be exchanged for 
money with which food is bought in Jerusalem. In certain years this tithe is given to the poor. Bnei Yisrael are instructed to 
always be open-hearted, and in the seventh year any loans must be discounted - Hashem will bless the person in all ways. A 
Jewish bondsman is released after six years, and must be sent away with generous provisions. If he refuses to leave, his ear is 
pierced with an awl at the door post, and he remains a bondsman until the Jubilee year. The Parsha ends with a description of 
the three pilgrimage festivals of Pesach, Shavuos and Succos.. (C) 2016 Ohr Somayach International 

DRASHA:  Thomas Jefferson wrote in the American 
Declaration of Independence that certain truths are self-
evident. His inspiration for this idea came from our great 
teacher Moshe who points out clearly in this week's reading 
that one's choices in life are clearly evident. King Solomon in 
Kohelet points out that the Lord created human beings and 
imbued them with simple righteousness, but that they 
constantly search for devious means to fulfill unjust desires. 
The Torah, by using the verb re’eh, clearly implies that the 
choice between eternal life and death, between right and 
wrong, between good and evil is not that complicated. 
  
One can see and sense the correct path in life and follow it. 
As an aid to this self evident truth, one need only review 
past history and contemplate what has gone before us, both 
personally and nationally. In all of its ritual complexities and 
technical rules, Judaism is, in its essence, a clear and simple 
faith. This point is hammered home over and over again by 
Moshe in his grand final oration to the Jewish people. 
  
What made the founders of the Jewish people and the 
protagonists of monotheism in the world so unique was 
their innate ability to recognize what is self-evident in this 
world. Namely, that the world was created, that there is a 
Creator and that human beings have the ability and 
necessity to connect somehow with that Creator. Once 
these self-evident truths are acknowledged and firmly 
entrenched in our minds and hearts, then the laws and 
customs of Israel logically follow and complete the pattern 
of our service to the Creator and to those that He created. 
  
Swept along by the tide of events and the wearying details 

of everyday life, we are often unable to stop and think 
about these truths that form the basis of our existence and 
purpose here in the world. The great Rabbi Moshe Chaim 
Luzatto begins his epic masterpiece Mesilat Yesharim, with 
the basic question of life: “What is our purpose and goal in 
life?” 
  
That question has haunted human beings throughout all of 
the ages and eras of human existence on this planet. This 
has been the issue that has been the driving force of human 
civilizations in all times and under all circumstances. Many 
have been the answers given to this question. Almost all of 
them have led humans away from the straight path and 
caused rational thinking people to deny the truths that daily 
remind us of who and why we are. 
  
The powers of greed, desire, physical pleasure and 
unrealistic and utopian do-goodedness have overwhelmed 
our clear eyesight and instinctive rational thought 
processes. Having tasted forbidden fruit, it is extremely 
difficult to rid one's self of the aftertaste. 
  
Moshe attempts to forewarn us of the consequences of not 
seeing and thinking correctly and clearly. Therefore before 
discussing any of the commandments or ritual complexities 
of the Torah, he first demands from his listeners and 
students, down through the ages, that they harken to the 
truths that lie before them on a constant and everyday 
basis. This is really the key to Judaism and Jewish survival. 
 
 Shabat Shalom.  Rabbi Berel Wein.  (C) 2016 
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 The Soille Scene 

Rabbi Weiser has recently posted a Dvar Torah 
on Facebook! His goal is to reach 400 people to 
sign in to the Soille San Diego Hebrew Day            
community group. Have you joined our group? 

3rd grade is shown preparing and presenting "who am I" riddles about their peers - all in Hebrew!  

6th graders showing more engineering skills. The 

challenge today was to use pipe cleaners to hold a 

cup of 50 pennies at least 3 inches above the 

table.  

Pomegranates out of clay remind these 2nd grade 

students about the special symbols connected to 

Rosh Hashanah.  

Happy Faces Around Soille Hebrew Day! 
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 The Soille Scene 
Meet your SSDHDS Board 
of Directors 2016-2017 
 
President  
Geoffrey Berg 
 
Members at Large 
Josh Cohen—new Board member 
Moises Eilemberg 
Iliana Glovinsky 
Allen Gruber 
Gavin Horn 
Yonina Kaplan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hillary Kleinman—new Board member 
Michael Leeman 
Philip Silverman 
Marilyn Williams 
Marcia Wollner 
Missy Wrotslavsky 
Brian Zimmerman 

 
What does the Board of Directors do? 
The purpose of the Board of Directors is 
to advise, govern, oversee policy and 
direction, and assist with the leadership 
and general promotion of Soille Hebrew 
Day in support of the school’s mission 
and needs.  Board members offer 
leadership, financial management and 
fundraising, and are ambassadors for 
Hebrew Day in the San Diego 
community.  The Hebrew Day Board 
meets six times per year. 

Introducing Our New Board Members:  Joshua Cohen and Hillary Kleinman 

Joshua Cohen 
Josh Cohen is a father of two: Yonah, entering Pre-K, and Akiva, 2 years old.   Josh has been involved 
with the Jewish community in various capacities including working for NCSY, JFS's Hand Up Youth 
Food Pantry, and running the theater program in SCY High.  Josh was part of Federation’s ‘Next Gen 
Task Force’ which focused on community engagement, and the development of programs to 
connect young adults to Jewish causes and activities.  Their work included travel to Europe and 
Israel, and exploring ways to meet the needs of young families in setting and fulfilling Jewish goals. 
 

In joining the Soille Hebrew Day Board Josh wants to devote time and energy toward building strong 
home / school connections within the school’s community, and expand enrollment through 
outreach education.   
 

Josh is currently working on completing his graduate degree in Social Work at SDSU. He enjoys 
woodworking and setting up dinosaur digs in the backyard for his sons. He lives in the College Area 
with his amazing and supportive wife Rena and his two sons. He looks forward to serving the Soille 
community. 

 
Hillary Kleinman 
Hillary Kleinman received a Bachelor of Arts degree in International Relations from Tufts University 
and a Juris Doctor from Boston University School of Law.  Her professional work has concentrated 
in the areas of Estate Planning and Administration in both private law practice and bank trust 
departments.  Hillary currently works at the law firm of Circuit, McKellogg, Kinney, and Ross in La 
Jolla, and is a member of the Bar in Connecticut, New York, Florida, and Virginia. 
 

As a military spouse, Hillary has lived in several different cities and has strived to be involved in 
each community.  In Jacksonville, FL she held the roles of bookkeeper, treasurer and financial 
secretary of the fledgling Torah Academy of Jacksonville, as well as providing tax and legal 
guidance and serving on the financial aid committee.  Since arriving in San Diego three years ago, 
Hillary has volunteered with Navy Marine Corps Relief Society, assisting Sailors and Marines with 
budgeting and financial literacy.  She is a member of Congregation Beth Jacob and serves on the 
Board of Directors and the Endowment Committee, participating in the Endowment Leadership 
Institute through the Jewish Community Foundation.   
 

Hillary and her husband, Aaron, have three children enrolled at SSDHDS, Mati (6th grade), Esti (2nd 
grade), and Yoni (K). 
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 Preschool Press 
Welcome! 

For new families, welcome! For returning families, welcome back! What a wonderful 

adjustment we’ve had thanks to these amazing Morot and the wonderful support of loving 

parents and sweet children! 

 

Please Sign Up to Sponsor this Month’s Teacher 

Appreciation Rosh Chodesh Lunch!!! 

 

 

Mitzvah of the Month 

September 2016 

Tefilla - Prayer 

 Our preschool is highlighting one character trait 

(middah) or observance (mitzvah) every 

month. This month, each class is exploring 

prayer (tefilla). 
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Hummingbird’s Week: 

Tefilla: Why We Daven 

Baking & Decorating 

Aleph Bet Cookies 

Journal: My First Day in Pre-K 

Songs: Names, Days of the 

Week, Peanut Butter 

Theme: Being A Mentch 

First Day Photos 

Discussion: I Want to Learn 

About… 

Name Bead Necklaces 

Puzzle & Scissor Skills 

Rules Puppet Show 

Frog’s Week: 

Introduce Tefilla Circle 

Knowing Our Names 

Art: My First Week of 

School Frame 

Art: Pirate Telescope 

Explore: Create & Ride in 

Class Choo Choo Train 

Bake Cookies 

Reading: “My First Day of 

School” 

Treasure Hunt 

Dragonfly’s Week: 

Tefilla: What Are Tefillot & 

Learning Our Tefillot 

Color Scavenger Hunt 

“Who Are You?” Game 

Bake Challah 

Height/Weight Tracing 

Art: Handprints 

Art: Self-Portraits 

Senses: Smell/Taste/Touch 

Art: Paper Dolls 

Name Matching 

Scissors Skills 

Roly Poly’s Week: 

Tefilla: Learning Songs & Movement 

Tefilla: Being Thankful to Hashem 

Favorite Things: Tzedaka & Torah 

Gross Motor: Kicking into Goals & Throwing 

Collage Art with Dot Art & Watercolors 

Refuah Shlaima (Get Well Soon) What It Means & Wishing Sick Friends Better 

This Week At A Glance 

Soille San Diego Hebrew Day School                Kolenu                                September 2, 2016 -  29 Av 5776 

 Preschool Press 
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  SPA     8th Grade 

Parents, DID YOU KNOW?  

What is the SPA? , What does it do? And who benefits from 
its activities?  

There are a few things that really brighten the school year and 
give students a special feeling for the Jewish holidays and 
festivals.  The goodies and extras -  like Chanukah dreidels 
and gelt, or the fun Lag B’Omer BBQ  - are courtesy of the 
Soille Parent Association ( SPA). These treats and events would 
simply NOT be possible without the annual membership fees 
parents voluntarily pay at the beginning of the academic year.  

So, it is twofold: we need your membership contribution AND 
we need your time! To become a member of SPA, click here. 
You will also have the opportunity to join SPA at each of the 
Back to School Nights. 

Hebrew Day is only able to provide these treats and spirit-
building fun activities if parents contribute and volunteer. Do 
you have one hour a trimester to offer or you are able to help 
coordinate the gala or Teacher Appreciation Lunch? We 
welcome your involvement no matter how BIG or SMALL!  

Just don't let the year pass by without doing something. Not 
only do the students really benefit, most kids really like seeing 
their parents around the school helping out. It sets a great 
example and fits well with the school's philosophy and A.C.E. 
hour program goals.  

Thank you to those of you who joined SPA at the Back to 
School Bash.  There is plenty of opportunity to still join. We are 
aiming for at least 70% parent participation this year. Join with 
the attached link or sign up at Back to School nights. 

Looking forward to a productive and shared year of SPA 
activities!  

See list of Volunteer Opportunities attached to this Kolenu. 

Become a room parent! 

Collect your boxtops! 
Order wrapping paper! 

(Coming Soon) 

Shabbat Flowers will be available          

next Friday. 

Coffee Cart begins Wednesday,  
Sept. 7th!! 

http://www.http:/www.hebrewday.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=106100&pageId=118821sandiego.com/san-diego-blog/kids-rule-october-san-diego
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 Community News 

Did you know you can buy Gift Cards through Hebrew Day? 
Order your gift cards through Hebrew Day to stores that you  
already frequent?  In return, merchants donate back to Hebrew 
Day.  To order, contact Klara Lapp, 858-279-3300, ext. 105 or 
klapp@hebrewday.org 

Thursday September 29, 6pm 

The Jewish Federation's            

Annual  Free Men’s event will 

feature Bret Stephens from The 

Wall Street Journal. Register at  

http://jewishinsandiego.org/mensevent.   

Remembering Morrie Steinman 

This week marks the 14th Yarzheit of Mr. Morrie 

Steiman, z”l, a past Board President and a man of 

unsurpassed vision for the San Diego Jewish 

community.  Mr. Steiman was one of three persons who 

signed the note for 

Hebrew Day School’s 

first permanent home 

in National City in 1970, 

and for many years he 

devoted himself to 

establishing and 

promoting Torah 

education in San Diego.  

We join family and 

friends in giving tribute 

to the memory of a 

beloved community 

leader. 

Mazel Tov to… 
...Rabbi Yoni (HDS class of 2003) and Devorah Halevy, on the birt of their son, Avinoam and to proud grandparents 
Rabbi Dr. Shalom and Yehudit Halevy and Rabbi Meir and Feiga Freida Goldberger. 
...Abby Rappoport on her upcoming Bat Mitzvah and to proud parents Roger and Debbie Rappoport.  

After School Art Classes 

Our art teacher Avril Butbul will be offering a three 

week, pre-Rosh Hashanah art class for students  to 

paint their very own  silk challah cover. To facilitate this 

project after school, art for this session will be an hour 

and a half per class,  from 3:45 until 5:15 pm on 

Wednesdays.  

The session will run September 14th, 21st and 28th.  

Cost for this session is $108 and a $25 silk supply fee. 

Students must enroll by September 7th so supplies can 

be ordered.  

This class is open to all students at the 

school regardless of age.  

The Ralphs Rewards Program is a great 

way to help support Hebrew Day at no 

cost to you.  Now is the time to register 

or re-register your Ralphs Rewards Card.  

You can call Ralphs Community Contributions at                          

800-443-4438 and select Hebrew Day.  The school’s ID 

number is: 82643. You can also go online to create a new 

account or re-enroll.  Go to www.ralphs.com and click either 

Sign In or Register.   

Every time you shop and swipe your card, Ralphs will send 

Hebrew Day a donation!  

Make your Amazon purchases through Amazon Smile and Amazon will send Hebrew 

Day a donation.  Go to https://smile.amazon.com and choose Hebrew Day. 

mailto:klapp@hebrewday.org
http://www.ralphs.com


Sign Up to Volunteer @ Soille  

How can YOU give back and help out at Soille Hebrew Day? 

Soille Hebrew Day has many wonderful programs and events throughout the year that are made 

successful because of YOU, our amazing volunteers!  Sometimes all that is required is a little 

shopping, table set up/clean up, decorating or making phone calls. The task will depend on the 

event.   

Please indicate which of the following events you would like to help with.   For more information 

about any of the events below, please contact Joyce Arovas at 858-279-3300 ext. 107 or 

jarovas@hebrewday.org 

In addition to the volunteer opportunities listed below, you may also volunteer to be a Room Parent 
for your child’s classroom.   
 
____Yes, I would like to be a Room Parent for the ____ Grade. 

 
Ongoing volunteer positions: 
____ Box tops for Education 

____ Challah orders and distribution 

 
Month   Event   

September  Generation’s Day     ______ 

October  Rosh Hashana      ______ 

November  Fall Fundraiser      ______ 

December  Chanukah Extravaganza    ______ 

   Decorating school for Chanukah   ______ 

March   Purim       ______ 

   Mishloach Manot (packing and/or delivering baskets) ______ 

April   Pesach Fair      ______ 

May   Yom Ha’atzmaut     ______ 

Lag B’Omer  – Track and Field Day   ______ 

   Teacher Appreciation Week    ______ 

June   June Gala      ______ 
 

Name:__________________________________________________________________________  

Email Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Tel No: (Cell)____________________   Tel No: (evening)_____________________________ 

mailto:jarovas@hebrewday.org


Come to the first 
SPA* Meeting
It will be held at school 
Friday September 9, 2016 8:15 am 
BRING YOUR IDEAS! 
SPA PROGRAMS/ ACTIVITIES INCLUDE: 
-HOT LUNCHES 
-ROOM PARENTS 
-YOM HA’ATZMAUT 
-LAG B’OMER 
-TEACHER APPRECIATION WEEK 

*SPA: Soille Parent Association

9
SEPT



 
The Fine Print First: This Sunday represents the last day of an awesome BJC summer for kids.  So we offer one last concentrated dose 

of summer.  The sports sandwich will be created by the children:  This entails learning, followed by sports followed by another piece of 
delicious learning.  The sports will be a summer medley mix of conventional and water(ish) sports (think sponge-toss not jet-skiing).  We 
will concurrently bake fresh bread and enjoy this with a BJC community garden late-harvest/planting cornucopia of healthy sand-which 

fill. That’s all.  I hope your kids 8-18 come and enjoy all the best of communal summer joys crammed into a free 2 hours! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
BJC PRESENTS: 

 

 

Sunday, 10:00 – 12:00pm. 9/04/16 
 



   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

  

  

Remember: Planting yourself on the couch is not gardening!  



 
 
 

 

Women & girls 
14 & Up↑ 

meet in 
BJC’s  

Paula Tannen 

Social Hall 
 

Only a $5 
Suggested 
Donation! 

 

International Lecturer: 

Esti Yarmish 
of 

JWRP 
 

Enjoy some tasty & 
sweet new year’s 

treats! 
 

. . . . 
 

4855 College Ave 92115 

4855 College Ave 92115 

. . . . 
 

The Key 
What will you 

unlock? 

8:00pm 

Wednesday, September 14th  
 

[a class for women] 

Ladies, join as we learn 
about “The Key: to a 

successful Elul” a High 
Holiday class in memory 
of Carmela bat Zahara 

designed to inspire 
women. Brought to you 

by  of BJC: The center 
of your Jewish life!   
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